Bas van Hengel studied cello at the Sweelinck Conservatorium Amsterdam with professor Dmitri Ferschtman and Maarten Mostert. In 1995 he received his teaching diploma. He continued to study baroque cello with Wouter Möller and finished his studies in 1998 receiving his soloist diploma. During his studies he attended courses and masterclasses with people like William Pleeth, Colin Carr, the Orpheus Quartett,  Lucy van Dael and Jaap ter Linden. In 1999 Bas van Hengel won several prices at the International Competition Musica Antiqua in Bruge and in 2002 he was awarded the public’s price and the third price of the jury with Trio Van Bruggen-Van Hengel-Veenhoff at the International Van Wassenaer Competition in The Hague. Bas van Hengel plays in many international baroque orchestras such as Das Kleine Konzert, Anima Eterna, La Stravaganza Köln, Das Neue Orchester, Le Parlement de Musique and Musica Ad Rhenum. He is a member of the Polish baroque orchestra Arte dei Suonatori, with whom he tours regularly and makes many cd-, tv- and radio-recordings. Bas van Hengel is a dedicated chamber musician, being a member of Trio Van Bruggen-Van Hengel-Veenhoff, with which he plays the 19th century repertoire for clarinet trio, Ensemble La Clementina, a classical string quartet, the baroque ensemble Phoebus Amsterdam en The Northern Consort Groningen. 
